[Hemodynamic findings in patients with retinitis pigmentosa].
The hemodynamic status of 26 patients with retinitis pigmentosa was examined using video fluorescein angiography. The hemorheological parameters hematocrit, plasma viscosity, erythrocyte aggregation and erythrocyte rigidity were determined. The results were compared to a matched pairs-group. Video angiography showed for retinitis pigmentosa patients a normal arm-retina time and a significant increase of the arteriovenous passage time. The rheological parameters for both groups were within the reference range. Interestingly the hemodynamic disturbance of microcirculation could be demonstrated already in early stages with no ophthalmoscopic symptoms and no atrophy of retinal vessels detectable at the time. The results indicate that disturbance of the retinal hemodynamics in early stages of retinitis pigmentosa may play a role in the pathogenesis of the disease.